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EVEN THE ANCIENTS LOVED A PARADE.EVEN THE ANCIENTS LOVED A PARADE.EVEN THE ANCIENTS LOVED A PARADE.EVEN THE ANCIENTS LOVED A PARADE.    

    

And the one which Jesus led was snowballing as He made His way 

from Galilee to Jerusalem. Seems that huge throngs wanted to jump 

on the young Rabbi’s bandwagon, hoping to back a winner. Now were 

Jesus a contemporary mega-church pastor, He might be tempted to 

toss them a bunch of crowd pleasers. But as we have learned, Jesus 

always seems to go against the cultural grain, always seems to do the 

unexpected. If we expect the unexpected here, we will not be 

disappointed. 

FAR FROM TRYING TO WOO AFAR FROM TRYING TO WOO AFAR FROM TRYING TO WOO AFAR FROM TRYING TO WOO A    BIGGER CROWD, JESUS BIGGER CROWD, JESUS BIGGER CROWD, JESUS BIGGER CROWD, JESUS 

DISCOURAGES PEOPLE FROM FOLLOWING HIM.DISCOURAGES PEOPLE FROM FOLLOWING HIM.DISCOURAGES PEOPLE FROM FOLLOWING HIM.DISCOURAGES PEOPLE FROM FOLLOWING HIM.    

 

He tells all the wannabe disciples, “You better think about it; you better think 

about the consequences of your actions.” The enthusiastic crowd sees Jesus as 

a wonderworker par excellence, or maybe even the long-awaited Messiah. 

Whatever the title, many see him as the answer to their hopes and dreams. 
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• To the chronically ill, he is the permanent cure 

• To those troubled by political unrest, he is unending peace. 

• To the puzzled and perplexed, he is the simple answer. 

• Some see him as a Super Rabbi, capable of settling all disputes 

• Some see him as a free meal ticket, if not the bringer of perpetual bounty. 

• Some see him as a new hammer sent to smash the Romans, seeing him 

as a ticket back to the glory days of Judas Maccabeus or maybe even  

David and Solomon. 

 

JESUS HAS BEEN DOING HIS BEST TO DISABUSE THEM OF JESUS HAS BEEN DOING HIS BEST TO DISABUSE THEM OF JESUS HAS BEEN DOING HIS BEST TO DISABUSE THEM OF JESUS HAS BEEN DOING HIS BEST TO DISABUSE THEM OF 

SUCH NOTIONS. HE HAS SAID:SUCH NOTIONS. HE HAS SAID:SUCH NOTIONS. HE HAS SAID:SUCH NOTIONS. HE HAS SAID:    

    

• I have come not to comfort, but to disturb 

• My coming will bring strife not harmony, he assured them 

• Being my disciple will empty your pockets, not fill them 

• My parade is not on the road to glory, but on the highway to 

humiliation. 

• My fate is not a golden crown but a crown of thorns; my kingly 

throne will be a wooden cross. 

 

In short, Jesus had not come to give them their heart’s desire, nor did 

he come to make them comfortable or secure, and certainly not to fell 

good about themselves! 
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JESUS IS NO USED CAR SALESMAN.JESUS IS NO USED CAR SALESMAN.JESUS IS NO USED CAR SALESMAN.JESUS IS NO USED CAR SALESMAN.    

    

He will not point out discipleship’s good points while passing over the 

bad ones. He will not use high pressure tactics to sell discipleship. 

Jesus tells anyone who would follow him, that there is a cost to 

discipleship, and that the cost is high. He uses startlingly graphic 

language to drive his point home. 

• Want to be my disciple?  Then you must hate your father, mother, 

wife, children, brothers, sisters, and even your own life. 

• If you cannot or will not do that, then you are like salt which has 

lost its saltiness: it’s good for nothing but to be tossed onto the 

dung heap. 

 Strong stuff, that. What can Jesus mean by it? 

 

SURELY JESUS CANNOT SURELY JESUS CANNOT SURELY JESUS CANNOT SURELY JESUS CANNOT MEAN BY HATE WHAT WE MEAN MEAN BY HATE WHAT WE MEAN MEAN BY HATE WHAT WE MEAN MEAN BY HATE WHAT WE MEAN BY IT!BY IT!BY IT!BY IT!    

    

How can he ask us to love our enemies but hate our parents and our 

children? Well of course just as love is not an emotion or an affection 

in the biblical context, neither is hate. Nevertheless the demand made 

by Jesus is quite severe. “To hate” as Jesus uses the expression 

means “to turn away from, to detach one’s self from, to place below 



4 

 

him those whom you love” Want an example of what he means by 

this?  Take a look at the story which recounts the call of Peter and 

Andrew, James and John.  

Jesus is walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee. He sees two 

men who are fishermen by trade. He tells them to drop everything and 

become His disciples. Peter and Andrew do just that. A bit later Jesus 

comes across James and John who work with their father as 

fisherman. He issues the same call and they too leave their father and 

the boat and follow him. 

They have turned their backs on their families in order to follow 

Jesus. They have left their families to fend for themselves. They have 

said to their families, following Jesus is more important than providing 

for you. This is what Jesus means by “hate” in this instance. 

    

JESUS TELLS THE EXUBERANT MULTITUDE THAT FOLLOWING JESUS TELLS THE EXUBERANT MULTITUDE THAT FOLLOWING JESUS TELLS THE EXUBERANT MULTITUDE THAT FOLLOWING JESUS TELLS THE EXUBERANT MULTITUDE THAT FOLLOWING 

HIM CARRIES HEAVY COSTS.HIM CARRIES HEAVY COSTS.HIM CARRIES HEAVY COSTS.HIM CARRIES HEAVY COSTS.    

    

This is not a victory parade; it’s a funeral procession. Signing on 

with Jesus is akin to volunteering for a dangerous mission in the army, 

a mission from which one is not likely to return.  In short, Jesus says, 

discipleship makes sever demands on one’s life and the life of one’s 

family. Not only that, discipleship is very dangerous. Jesus is saying to 
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this throng, “You say you want to be part of my movement. What’s it 

worth to you? What are you willing to give up to follow me? What price 

are you willing to pay? 

Jesus’ message seems to have been very effective. A few days 

after he arrives in Jerusalem, he is alone, facing his enemies. Far from 

being besieged by throngs of would-be disciples clamoring to sign on, 

those already committed fade away into the darkness when he is 

arrested and when asked “Are you one of his disciples?” they swear 

with an oath “I know not the man”!  

    

IT IT IT IT WASWASWASWAS        VERY DANGEROUS TO BE A DISCIPLE OF JESUS IN HIS VERY DANGEROUS TO BE A DISCIPLE OF JESUS IN HIS VERY DANGEROUS TO BE A DISCIPLE OF JESUS IN HIS VERY DANGEROUS TO BE A DISCIPLE OF JESUS IN HIS 

TIME AND PLACE.TIME AND PLACE.TIME AND PLACE.TIME AND PLACE.    

    

Jesus makes a full disclosure of those dangers. It’s as if he posted 

signs around the podium from which he spoke. Signs saying “Warning: 

danger” “No driftwood disciples, please”  “No partial commitments 

accepted” “The luke-warm, need not apply.” Jesus was not passing out 

goodie bags to the crowds, or offering door prizes to those who would 

follow him.  He made no empty campaign promises. He only promised 

a cross, and only those willing to bear one are worthy to be called 

disciples.  
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BUT WHAT ABOUT DISCIPLESHIP IN OUR TIME?BUT WHAT ABOUT DISCIPLESHIP IN OUR TIME?BUT WHAT ABOUT DISCIPLESHIP IN OUR TIME?BUT WHAT ABOUT DISCIPLESHIP IN OUR TIME?    

    

Is it dangerous to follow Jesus?  In some places in the world, yes. 

There are people being jailed and executed in parts of Africa for being 

Christian. There are others being denied basic civil rights for being 

Christians in non-Christian nations.   

But it doesn’t seem to be dangerous here in the home of the 

brave the land of the free. In fact politicians try to get votes and entice 

followers precisely by claiming to be the Christian candidate. No one 

leaving our church this morning is likely to be arrested by some 

policeman lurking in the bushes simply for following Jesus. Now there 

are at least two possible explanations for that: 

• One is that we enjoy religious freedom which makes the free 

exercise of religion possible without government 

interference. 

• The other is that our form of Christianity is so bland and “un-

salty” that it’s not worth persecuting. 

• Most likely it’s a bit of both. 
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SURELY OUR COUNTRY LEADS THE WORLD IN GRANTING SURELY OUR COUNTRY LEADS THE WORLD IN GRANTING SURELY OUR COUNTRY LEADS THE WORLD IN GRANTING SURELY OUR COUNTRY LEADS THE WORLD IN GRANTING 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.    

    

The freedom is not perfect, but historically speaking it seems to be the 

best yet achieved. But it is also the case that many forms of American 

Christian discipleship neither threaten the powerful, nor make any 

demands on the would-be follower of Jesus.  

• When I hear an advertisement for a church on the radio which 

invites people to come to worship so that they can “enjoy their 

faith”, I wonder how we have gotten so far from the words of the 

one we claim to follow.  

• When I hear preachers trying to pack in the crowds by offering 

doughnuts,  popular music, and informal “come as you are” 

worship, I wonder. Far from warning about cross-bearing, these 

preachers seem to be assuring would-be members that they 

don’t even have to bother to put on ties or wear uncomfortable 

shoes. Their message is: it shouldn’t hurt to follow Jesus, in fact 

you shouldn’t even have to be uncomfortable or inconvenienced 

in any way. 

• Others one-up these “preachers of comfort and no-bother” by 

promising mansions---not in the sky, but on ocean front property.  

Their message is that God wants you to be rich! Far from 
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bringing fire on the earth and teaching the flock how to confront 

their sinful culture, these preachers teach that Jesus wants them 

to succeed in it and drive a Mercedes Benz or a Porsche! 

    

OUR SPIRITUAL FOREFATHER, JOHN CALVIN, HAD THISOUR SPIRITUAL FOREFATHER, JOHN CALVIN, HAD THISOUR SPIRITUAL FOREFATHER, JOHN CALVIN, HAD THISOUR SPIRITUAL FOREFATHER, JOHN CALVIN, HAD THIS    TO TO TO TO 

SAY ABOUT LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN.SAY ABOUT LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN.SAY ABOUT LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN.SAY ABOUT LIVING AS A CHRISTIAN.    

    

No one can be a Christian without self-sacrifice. This is so 

because you cannot love God with all your being and your neighbor as 

yourself without denying yourself, sacrificing your own welfare for that 

of another. Sometimes this means we must let go of our pet ideas and 

prejudices---a heavy cross to bear indeed! 

No one can be a Christian without cross-bearing. One must both 

accept the suffering that comes with life as Jesus did, without 

complaint, and one must also embrace the suffering that comes from 

loving others as one loves one’s self. 

Calvin goes on to speak about meditating on eternal life. At first I 

did not see how this was connected to the above. Then it hit me. What 

Jesus is saying is that gift of eternal life is so great that suffering in 

this world is worth it. The joy of eternal life is so great,  that it will 

overshadow anything and anyone in this life which gives us joy. Jesus 
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is promising us that eternal life is so much better than the life we have 

now, that losing that life is actually gain. 

This is a very hard sell. But it is the Gospel! Can we believe it? Can we 

live in the light of this Gospel? It might just take a miracle. The 

question is “Do you believe in miracles?!” 

 

 


